SECTION 4.3 What Are Fungus-Like Protists?
Fungus-like protists are living things that:
Are not fungi
Are not plants
But act a little like fungi
Like wet places 
Eat dead or rotting things
Help clean up nature 

 Slime Molds
Slime molds look gooey and slimy  (but they’re cool!)
Live on wet leaves or logs 
Move slowly like slime
Eat tiny bits of food
They are not dangerous.

 “Smart Slime” (Slime Mold Surprise!)
Some slime molds are called “smart slime” 
Why?
They can find food
They can remember paths
They can solve simple mazes!
They don’t have a brain — but they are still smart!

 Sugar + Smart Slime
Slime molds love sugar 

In experiments:
Scientists put sugar in paths
Slime molds move right to it
They learn the fastest way!
That’s why people call them smart slime molds.
********************************************
 Fruiting Bodies
Why Are They Called Fruiting Bodies?
They are called fruiting bodies because they work like fruit.

Just like:
 An apple holds seeds
 A strawberry holds seeds
A fruiting body holds spores.

What Do Fruiting Bodies Do?
Fruiting bodies:
Grow up into the air 
Hold spores
Help spores spread far away
When the spores fly away, new slime molds or fungi can grow
How Do Spores Fly Away?

Spores are tiny — much smaller than dust!
Because they are so tiny:
The wind can carry them 
A breeze can lift them
Even people, animals, or water can move them
They don’t have wings 
They float, like dust in the air.

 They don’t choose to fly — they are carried.

 Other Ways Spores Travel

Spores can also move by:
Rain splashing 
Animals walking by 
People touching things 
Anywhere they land, they might grow!

 Why Do Spores Fly Away?
Because the slime mold or fungus:
Needs new places to grow
Can’t stay in one spot forever
If all spores stayed together:
They would fight for food 

Flying away helps them:
Find space

Find food
Survive 

 What Happens After They Land?

When a spore lands in a good place:
Wet 
Warm 
Has food 
Then:
 The spore grows into a new slime mold or fungus.
You can say:
“Spores are tiny and light, so the wind carries them to new places where they can grow.”

 Simple Demo 
Say to students:
“Imagine dust in the sunlight.”
“Does the dust decide where to go?”
“No — the air moves it!”
Spores move the same way 


 Are Fruiting Bodies Real Fruit?

 No, they are not food
 They are not fruit we eat

They are only called “fruiting” because:
 They help spread the “babies” (spores)

 Easy Way to Remember

Fruit spreads seeds 
Fruiting body spreads spores 
Same job, different name!

To summarize:
“Fruiting bodies are called that because they spread spores, like fruit spreads seeds.”

Now the information about the Fruiting Bodies:
When slime molds are ready to spread, they grow fruiting bodies 
Fruiting bodies:
Grow upward
Hold spores
Look like tiny flowers or sticks
 Spores 
Spores are tiny seeds  (but not real seeds).
They:
Float in the air
Help slime molds spread
Grow into new slime molds

 Water Molds
Water molds live in water or wet soil 

They:
Look like fuzzy mold
Can make plants sick 
Are fungus-like protists

 The Great Potato Famine (Simple Explanation)
Long ago in Ireland:
People ate lots of potatoes
A water mold infected the potatoes
The potatoes rotted and died
This caused the Great Potato Famine.
A famine means: There was not enough food.
Many people:
Got very hungry
Had to move to other countries
This shows how powerful tiny protists can be.

 Why Fungus-Like Protists Matter
They:
Clean up dead plants 
Recycle nutrients 
Can help scientists learn about thinking 
Can sometimes cause problems for crops 

 Easy Remember List
Slime molds = moving slime 
Smart slime = finds food 
Sugar = slime mold favorite 
Fruiting bodies = spore holders 
Spores = spread helpers 
Water molds = plant troublemakers 
Potato famine = water mold disaster 
